
coltcompetitionrifle.com

Colt Competition Rifles are 
the ideal platform for use in
multi-gun competitions, long
range shooting and hunting 
applications. They are built to
exacting standards, will stand
up to a long life of use, and are
sure to become one the most
cherished rifles in your stable.

Proven accuracy–guaranteed.

High-quality, American made.

Precision craftsmanship.
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By: Duncan Dye (15)

The Walther MP5 A5 .22LR is a fun gun. It looks like a Navy-
styled MP5 with a fake silencer (it just makes the barrel legal 
length). I really like how it feels so authentic and isn’t completely 
plastic. Just like a normal MP5, you can trade out the stock and 
put sight rails on it to truly customize it.

It has a 16.2-inch barrel, and the “suppressor” is actually just 
part of the barrel. Everything else is basically the same as the 
normal MP5. This gun originally came to Junior Shooters with 
just one 25-round magazine which is not enough for any kind of 
competition. When they were notified, they immediately sent two 
more magazines. Now I was able to go put it to the test.

We went out to the Gem County Rod and Gun Club and shot 
200 rounds out of it from slow-fire to rapid-fire, and surprisingly 
it only had one jam.  We shot Federal, Wolf, and Remington 

Walther - Tactical .22 Replicas
are Hard to Beat!

Walther MP5 A5 .22LR



Walther - Tactical .22 Replicas
Golden Bullet through it, and they all 
worked fine except for the one Golden 
Bullet that jammed. We did some 
plinking with it until I had the “great 
idea” of shooting a 150-yard 1’x 2’ 
metal target, and out of five rounds, I 
hit it three times from sitting. Whether 
slow-fire, fast-fire, or anything in-
between, it worked great.  

There is an unusual way of cleaning 
the MP5. To disassemble the MP5, 
you first need to make sure the gun is 
unloaded and that you have an empty 
magazine. Pull the bolt to the rear 
with the charging handle and lock it. 
After this, remove the magazine and 
then push out the rear receiver pin. 
Pull off the stock. You will need a .22 
bore brush that is not more than one 
inch long. You have to push the brush 
from the barrel to the chamber and 
back. Only use this method when the 
company tells you to. Normally you 
would push the brush one direction 
from the chamber to the muzzle.

 Unlike a regular MP5, when you 
twist the rear sight aperture, it adjusts 
for elevation on the Walther. A regular 
MP5 only adjusts the aperture size. 
It took us forever to figure out why it 
wouldn’t stay sighted in. It was because 
I would always twist the sight only one 
way so it adjusted the point of impact 
(silly me).

The steel challenge matches at the 
outdoor Nampa Rod and Gun Club 
are awesome. I hadn’t shot pistol for 
six months so this helped me to get 
back into the flow of things. I shot the 
Walther MP5 and a 1911 .22 pistol just 
so I could get back to practicing. I did 
fine with the MP, I had a little trouble 
with it because its sights are so low that 

I have to scrunch my head way down 
to shoot it. By the end of the match, I 
finally figured out that I have to have 
just the lower inch or so of the stock 
in my shoulder. I still wasn’t shooting 
as well as I would have liked, but 
that’s just the way it goes. Another 
junior that showed up was shooting his 
iron sighted 10/22 as well as or better 
than some people who were shooting 
10/22s with red dots. All of the stages 
had five targets in some combination 
of big square steel gongs, 10” round 
plates, and 12” round plates. You get 
five strings and shoot all five targets 
every time. Your slowest time doesn’t 
get included.

I went out and shot the Rimfire 
2-Gun in Parma on March 16th and 
did extremely well. I used the MP and 
the Walther Colt 1911 .22. The stage 
that I feel that I did the best on had a 
barricade in the middle of the bay, a 
paper target on the left of it and two on 
the right, three steel challenge square 
plates  at 50 yards and one at 74 yards. 
There were also 10” steel pistol plates 
from 10-15 yards away. You were 
supposed to shoot the four rifle plates 
once on each side of the barricade, 
shoot the papers, and then grab your 
pistol to shoot the pistol plates. The 
match director shot it in 68 seconds; 
the next fastest guy was 47 seconds. 
I ended up shooting this stage in 27 
seconds and surprised myself when I 
did. Overall it was a great match, and I 
placed first out of about 30 people. The 
majority of the people were shooting in 
the open division with optical sights on 
their guns.

This was, and is, a great .22 for any 
and every shooter.

are Hard to Beat!
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The Walther Arms Colt Government 
1911 A1 .22 Long Rifle is a very cool 
gun. It looks like a normal 1911 except 
it is really light. I had to check the case 
twice to make sure there was actually 
a gun in it since you could not tell by 
the weight.

My dad and I took it out to test fire to 
our local range. We shot 8-inch round 
steel plates at 10 yards.  There were no 
sight adjustments needed; it was point-
of-aim to point-of-impact. I liked that. 
When we first shot, it seemed like the 
trigger was a little stiff, but that is gone 
and we both really like it. I always 
bring it to the Junior Shooters 3-Gun 
practice, and several of the juniors 
really like it.  Hayden keeps asking 
me when I will be done with it so he 
can shoot it for a while. Soon, Hayden, 
soon.  

My dad took it to a steel challenge and 
shot it. He really enjoyed it, as he says 
the gun shot well, but we all have off 
days. (SMILE) We have both enjoyed 
shooting it and have found that the 
magazines feed very well and it reloads 
quickly. The safeties work well, and it 
fits hands that are both small and large.  
I even have a friend that is a GLOCK 
guy who is upset with me because I let 
him shoot it at a practice and he really 

liked it. Andrew has even found a place 
for it in his heart.

Here are the specifics about it. It is a 
.22 long rifle with magazine capacity of 
10 or 12 rounds depending on what you 
order. It weighs 2.25 lbs. with a barrel 
length of 5.0 inches and a threaded 
muzzle (M8x.75mm). The grip and 
thumb safeties are functional, and it 
has a 5.5-lb. trigger pull. Walther has 
done an incredible job on this pistol, 
and they state, “It is the only genuine 
Colt tactical Rimfire replica available 
in the world.” I think they have done 
right by Colt.

When I shot the Rimfire match in 
Parma on March 16th, it never jammed 
or had any issues. There was one stage 
called the “Box Drill” in which there 
were four barrels in a 5-yard by 5-yard 
square. Seven targets were lined up 6 
yards in front of the barrels, and you 
would shoot the first two on the left 
while walking back on the left side, 
shoot the middle three while walking 
sideways to the far edge, and then the 
last two while walking forward. After 
that, you did it in reverse order, and 
the last two runs were from back to 
front, left to right, and front to back. I 
shot it between 8:01 seconds and 9:41 
seconds. I placed first out of almost 

30 people in this match so I am very 
happy with this pistol.

I feel that the disassembly and 
cleaning is kind of weird. Taking it 
apart is like taking apart a Walther PPK 
(the barrel is attached to the frame). 
You press the “button” and twist the 
barrel bushing clockwise. Then take 
out the spring and twist the bushing 
all the way the other way to pull it out. 
Pull the slide to the back and pop out 
the slide lock. Make sure the slide is 
all the way back, and then lift it from 
the back and slide forward (it should 
come off the rail). Now you can clean 
it and reverse the process to put it back 
together. This is a good time to talk 
about cleaning your guns, especially 
after a day of shooting (personal 
experience).

I have another 1911-styled .22 pistol 
that if you load the magazines as fast 
as you would with a real 1911, it would 
eject the top shell of the magazine. 
The Walther pistol is so realistic that 
that doesn’t even happen. The Walther 
also has a longer trigger pull, but that 
is mainly because it is a .22-caliber 
replica of the actual Colt Government 
model. All in all, this is a great .22 for 
plinking and even for competition. 

Walther Colt Government 1911 A1 .22LR
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By: Feliza Dampac
IDPA Shooter Paul 

Chern DaMPac
Paul Chern Dampac is a 16-year-

old from Rock Hill, South Carolina. 
Growing up, he had seen my husband 
and I go to local International 
Defensive Pistol Association (IDPA) 
club matches on the weekends. One 
day he asked us to bring him to the 
range. My husband, who is also a 
safety officer, introduced him to gun 
safety, proper gun handling, and finally 
the mechanics of shooting IDPA which 
he quickly adapted to. He learned that 
it is important to love the sport in order 
to be able to stay on his game. His first 

classifier was at age 12 as a novice. 
With strong determination and proper 
coaching, he won his division and 
became a Stock Service Pistol (SSP) 
Master and garnered High Junior at 
the 2012 SC State IDPA championship 
(probably the youngest active shooter 

to reach Master classification at age 15 
in IDPA). 

With continued hard work, he earned 
his second Master classification, 
this time in Enhanced Service Pistol 
(ESP), and also won high junior at 
the recently concluded 2013 Virginia 
IDPA Championship. He hopes to 
be a 3-Gun master before he turns 
18. Interestingly, his younger sister 
also became interested in the sport so 
we go to matches as a whole family. 
Thankfully, most sanctioned matches 
offer junior discounts.

This sport has given him the chance 
to meet good people from different 
walks of life at a young age. He is happy 
that Icarus is currently sponsoring his 
competition shirts for future matches. 
He also goes to steel challenge, Glock 
Sport Shooting Foundation (GSSF) 
matches and in beginning to venture 
on to other shooting disciplines like 
United States Practical Shooting 
Association (USPSA.) He hopes that 
his achievement will be noticed so he 
can go to more matches that will help 
him develop his maximum potential.

He goes to local club matches 
basically every weekend including 
sanctioned matches. Our family is 
a member of the Central Carolinas 
Shooting Club, and we also shoot with 
the Spartanburg Practical Shooting 
Association, Mecklenburg Wildlife 
Club, and Greenville Gun Club. 
We usually bring him to sanctioned 

matches in our nearby states like 
Georgia, Virginia, Alabama, North 
Carolina, and Tennessee, and he goes 
to GSSF matches when able. 

Paul basically started with IDPA and 
steel challenge which he enjoys, but 
he has been focusing mainly on IDPA 
because it is what we can afford right 
now. Shooting as a whole family has 
been expensive, although recently, we 
started bringing him to local USPSA 
matches at a nearby club. He tries to 
balance school and the sport. He is now 
a junior in high school. He has been 

doing Army marksmanship in ROTC 
since he started high school.

 He states, “I love the shooting sport 
mainly because it is fun and I enjoy it. 
I also like all the cool people I get to 
meet and talk to in the range. The sport 
bridges the generation gap because I 
can talk to anyone who has common 
interests and will understand each 
other regardless of the age. This also 
gives me an opportunity to travel to 
different states with my family doing a 
thing we all enjoy.”

 “Juniors like me should get 
involved in this sport because it is 
fun and competitive. It gives a sense 
of responsibility and discipline at a 
young age. I also want tell you that it 
is good to know and be familiar with 
the basics of shooting and proper gun 
handling because it is a skill that you 
can never lose and can be used  to 
defend yourself,” he added.

“It gives a sense of responsibility and discipline at a young age.”
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There are so many fundamentals that you have to learn before 
you can become good at shooting the pistol.  When I first started 

shooting, I would dry fire with my regular gun but would have 
to rack the slide every time and couldn’t see where the shot 

went. This didn’t allow me to understand good trigger control. 
I quickly got bored with dry fire until my dad found the SIRT 
training pistol from Next Level Training.

 
Using the SIRT, he taught me how to shoot the 

handgun in my basement, and it simplified learning 
trigger control. Two months later I competed in my 
first steel challenge.  My two goals were to not get 
DQ’d and finish in the top 50%. I exceeded both of 
my goals, and it was the beginning of my passion 
for shooting.

LEARNING TO SHOOT IN MY       BASEMENT
By: Nate Staskiewicz (14)

SIRT stands for Shot 
Indicating Resetting Trigger, 
and it does just that. Unlike 
dry fire with a real pistol 
and having to rack the 
slide every time, the SIRT’s 
trigger resets automatically. 
The SIRT has two lasers. 
The first is a red laser that 
shows trigger prep, which is 
when you have pressure on 
the trigger. It also shows you 
if you are resetting the trigger 
without losing contact between 
rounds. The second laser is a 
green laser that shows where 
your round would have impacted 
and if you’re pulling the trigger 
too hard or anticipating the recoil. 
The SIRT has different settings 
that allow you to turn the red laser 
on or off.

The SIRT pistol has a similar size, 
shape, and feel of a Glock 17 and the 
same frame size of a Glock 34, which 
is the same pistol I use in competitions. 
You can even put your own sights on 
the SIRT. But the shape and size of the 
SIRT doesn’t matter; the important thing 
is to learn trigger control. 

SIRT 
   Training 
           Pistol



51Volume 16 WINTER 2013

LEARNING TO SHOOT IN MY       BASEMENT

The first thing I was taught 
when using a SIRT pistol is how to 
incorporate a safety protocol into 
drills. Even though it is impossible 
to load a round into a SIRT because 
the slide doesn’t move, we begin 
by removing all live firearms and 
ammunition from the room we are 
training in. This prevents any type 
of weapon confusion during a 
training session.

When I first started training with 
the SIRT pistol, I would stand in 
one spot and shoot at small targets 
on the wall until I understood 
trigger control. Then, once I got 
good at that, I would incorporate 
the draw into the drills. Eventually, 
I would gradually incorporate more 
advanced things like shooting 
on the move, reloading and 
transitioning between different-
sized targets. While doing this, I 
have different sized targets to work 
on point shooting versus sighted 
shooting.

Another way to train with the 
SIRT is to take it onto the live fire 
range and do drills with it before 
you do them with live fire so you 
can conserve ammo. 

 

3  -Gun 
      Shooting

In my opinion, out of the pistol, 
rifle, and shotgun, the pistol is 
definitely the hardest one for me to 
master. But because of the SIRT, 
it has made learning to shoot the 
pistol much easier. 

As I started shooting in steel 
challenge, USPSA, and 3-Gun 
matches, I have found my passion 
is with 3-Gun shooting, and I’ve 
been traveling to regional 3-Gun 
competitions.  I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank my sponsors 
- Blade Tech, XRail by RCI, Taran 
Tactical Innovations, ESS, Targets 
Online, TACCOM, and especially 
Mike Hughes of Next Level Training 
- for providing me with a SIRT 
training pistol. 

Next Level Training has 
generously offered a 15% discount 
code to junior shooters.  Use the 
code “YOUTH” at checkout from 
the www.NextLevelTraining.com 
store for their SIRT Training Pistol 
and the SIRT AR Bolt.

Effective 
           Drills
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Alisah Lierman (18)
Andrew Langerak (17)
Cody Leeper (18)
Cole Furtney (15)
Danny Riordan (17)
Duncan Dye (15)
Dylan Sacks (17)
Hayden Lierman (13)
Jessica Brown (15)
Jack Stinger (15)
Justin Underwood (13)
Ryker Kelley (12)
Wyatt Irish (14)

The most famous 3-Gun match in the country, the MGM Ironman, is the one which 
we prepare for each year. It is the one where the juniors we train, who are supported not 
only by Junior Shooters’ magazine staff and coaches, but also by our many sponsors, 
see the effects of all of their hard work. This year we had 13 juniors from the Junior 
Shooters’ magazine team shoot the Ironman (two of them shooting as adults as they 
had turned 18). Next year, we hope to have 25-30 juniors on the team! Each of our 
juniors not only are shooting participants but as part of the team requirements are 
required to write articles, be assistant ROs, and help during the event.

Our primary objectives each year are: Be safe, have fun, make it through the match! 
They all had a ball and they learned a lot. My staff and I are very proud of each and 
every one of them. - Andy Fink

Alisah Lierman (18)
The 2013 Ironman was quite eventful 

with the DQs and all.  This Ironman, 
by far, was way different than last 
year.  To begin with, I was disqualified 
on day two.  In addition, I had to deal 
with diverse personalities in the squad; 
I tried my best to stay focused and have 
fun at the same time. 

I was an assistant range officer for 
stage 4B, the zip line. It was a fun, hot, 
and stressful stage. It was almost  as 
if the other shooters liked tormenting 
me. They kept getting out of order, 
they wouldn’t help reset targets for 
whatever excuses they gave me, and 
being how our stage was split into 
two (4A and 4B), the shooters would 
disappear in between stages.  Due to the 
range officer maintaining his position 
up on the tower hooking people up, I 
had to take control of the shooters and 
instruct them to start doing what they 
were supposed to be doing (it was kind 
of fun being in charge). In the end, I 
learned about the stages and the secrets 
that they entail, met new people, saw 
some old friends from last year’s 
competition, and got a great workout 
as well.

When it was my turn to shoot, I was 

Above: Alisah with her STAG Arms 
MSR .223 3G rifle, Alpen 1.5-6 scope, 
and WARNE pink RAMP scope 
mount.
Below: Alisah shooting her FNH SLP 
MK I 12-gauge. Shotgun vest and 
belt is from 3 Gun Gear, holster and 
magazine pouches from Blade-Tech. 
Pistol is a FNH FNX-9.
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excited and ready to go. It just so happened that I got 
shin splints from all the running I did the previous 
days before as an assistant range officer; so that 
was a setback, not to mention pain to deal with. I 
wasn’t too happy with my squad. I was bummed 
out because John Mouret and Pete Rensing were 
not on our squad as they really helped my little 
brother, Hayden, and I out last year. This year all 
our squad was made up of a bunch of suburban 
friends who thought they were all that, but there 
were these two guys from San Francisco who 
cheered us on. 

The first day was a little rocky. I timed out on 
three stages, and my gun kept getting jammed 
because of the magazines I was using so I trashed 
them. Then the second day was good for me. I 
kicked butt on the weak-hand stage, stage 6. Then 
it was time for stage 7; it was a fun stage. It seemed 
like a long grueling process, but it went by really 
fast. One thing that I would tell all shooters is to 
not always listen to the range officer. If you know 
that you shot and hit a target and they say that you 
didn’t, just keep on moving along. I could have 
shaved my time off by at least 30 seconds because 
I had to switch back to the rifle, get back to where 
I had to be, and then aim and shoot. 

The following stage, stage 8, is where I had 
gotten disqualified. I was in too big of a hurry and 
didn’t realize that I had a hot shot (I had cycled one 
round into the chamber before I went up to the line) 
in my shotgun when I got up to the starting line. 
Something that I would tell all beginner shooters 
is to make sure and take your time and realize 
what you are doing when you’re getting ready to 
shoot, even if the whole squad is waiting on you, 
including the range officers. The number one rule 
is to be safe at all times! 

Last year’s Ironman, 2012, I ended up tearing 
my right rotator cuff by not leaning correctly into 
the shotgun while shooting slugs. This year I was 
disqualified on the second day  and learned a hard 
lesson.  I can’t wait to see what 2014 Ironman has 
got in store for me!

Andrew Langerak (17)
I thought that the Ironman was unlike any match that I have ever shot before. It 

was the best experience that I have had shooting. My whole goal was to spin most 
of the spinners, which is a 4-inch plate on top and a 6-inch plate on the bottom 
that rotates vertically, and not get disqualified.   

My favorite stage of the match was stage 2 because it is the one that I did the 
best on and the ROs were the coolest guys I have ever met. This stage had three 
props that you had to shoot your rifle from. Your shotgun was staged on whatever 
prop you wanted, rifle staged in dump box and pistol in hand. I shot the stuff 
with the pistol, switched to my rifle, and braced against the props and started 
shooting. When I got to the shotgun, I stopped and dumped my rifle and started 
shooting all the shotgun targets and finished with six slugs. The gear that I used 
was my standard GLOCK 22 which is a .40 S&W.  My rifle was a DPMS AR-15.
The shotgun I used was a borrowed FNH SLP MKI, and I was not happy with it 
because it continued to not cycle through the match. (Editor’s note: Sometimes 
the spring in the piston breaks and also light target loads will not function well.
We have now cured this problem by having the pistons modified by Sure Cycle.)  
All the training that we did I thought did wonders and helped me dramatically.  I 
am definitely going to do it again because it is a great match and I really enjoyed 
it. Lastly I would like to thank all of our sponsors for all the stuff they have given 
us and the support that they show the juniors in the shooting sports of all kinds. 

Andrew with his DPMS Panther 
AR carbine with a Leupold Mark 
AR with a 1.5-4x 30mm scope. 
He replaced the stock forearm 
with one from Hawktech/Weapon 
Craft. The sling is a Viking 
Tactical sling from Brownells.

Below: Andrew carrying 
the wounded “dummy” to a 
safe area onto the top of a 
platform.
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Cody Leeper (18)
The Ironman is one of, if not the, 

toughest 3-Gun in the nation. Spanning 
over three days with stages that have 
round counts as large as some entire 
small matches, it can take a toll on 
you. The Ironman was my first 3-Gun 
match four years ago, and I have shot 
it every year since, ROing for three 
of them. I have known the match 

and a good majority of the physical 
work that goes into making the match 
possible. This match is the one match 
of the year I look forward to the most, 
not just for the great stages, but for 
the hospitality and easygoing setting 
of the match. The RO staff is the best 
I have had the pleasure to work with. 
Everything is kept as safe as can be 
but in a shooter-friendly environment. 
Another great thing about the staff 
is that they all give you a top-level 
experience, and often you walk away 
with a new friend or two from each 
stage. Despite the Ironman being such 
a challenging match, it is still a good 
match for beginning shooters because 
it is a learning experience around every 
turn. The competitors are helpful and 
so are the ROs. A new shooter will find 
themselves at home really fast at this 
match. 

This match is a great combination 
of all types of stages from the trudge 
through lots of rounds and over 
a hundred yards of movement, to 
long-range rifle stages, stages with 
a lot of shotgun slugs, to stages with 
complicated “gamer” style setups. You 
will be challenged each and every day 
of the match, and at the end of the day 
after you pour all the sand and dust 
from your shoes, guns, and gear, you 
will be eager to go back and do it again. 
Over the last four years of going to this 
match, I know that if I have to pick one 
match a year it would be the Ironman. 

Cole Furtney (15)
In the shooting world, there is one 

match that is respected over all the 
others for being the toughest 3-Gun 
match in the world; this is the MGM 
Ironman. It has been said that if you 
can get through this match, you can 
get through any match. The reason 
why the match is so tough is because 
it is very hot, the stages are super-long, 
and in just three days you get to shoot 
a minimum of 1,500 rounds.

The Ironman is not just a three-day 
event where I just go and shoot the 
match. It’s more of a family vacation. 
My family goes out and helps set up 
the match, RO it, and helps tear down 
for two-and-a-half weeks. This year’s 
Ironman was extra special for me, 
though, because it was the first time 
I got to shoot the match, and I can 
honestly say that it was one of the 
coolest experiences I have ever had. 

My favorite stages were 2, 5, 9, and 
10. The one I liked the most, though, 
was stage 9. Stage 9 was a surprise 
stage so you didn’t get to walk through 
it and make a plan. Upon entering, all 
you knew was how many rounds you 
needed to have for each gun. One of 
the things that I like about the Ironman 
is the challenging aspect of the match, 
and I think that attracts people to the 
Ironman. Although there wasn’t a 
stage that didn’t challenge me, the 
most challenging stage was stage 3. 
This was difficult because you have 
to shoot long-range off a tower, and 
heights can be an issue for me. Plus, 
I had problems with my long-range 
bonus gun jamming when I got to the 
bottom. These are the kinds of things 
you deal with and learn about in the 
Ironman.

All in all I had a blast. I shot with an 
awesome squad and learned a ton. In 
fact, I had such a good time I plan on 
going and doing it next year. I would 
like to thank Junior Shooters magazine 
for helping me out and supporting me. 
I also would like to thank Scott Dye for 
coaching me at the match and, most of 
all, my parents, Steve and Jodi Furtney, 
for giving me the opportunity to shoot 
this match and supporting me.

Danny Riordan (17)
Among most 3-Gun circles, it is 

Cody with his COLT Competition 
PRO AR and Swarovski Z6i 1-6X24 
scope mounted on a WARNE 
RAMP mount.

Cole Shooting his 
FNH SLP MK 1 with 
extended magazine 
tube.

Cole shooting his COLT 
Competition PRO. 



commonplace to hear that the Ironman 
is “another kind of 3-Gun,” but all the 
talk really fails to do the match justice; 
you have to experience it for yourself. 
You may think that you can shoot, and 
problem-solve, and load for upwards of 
eight minutes, but you probably can’t. 
You may think that going down a slide 
to get from one shooting position to 
another sounds easy and actually like a 
lot of fun; well, it is fun, but as I found 
out, it’s not easy. I went to the Ironman 
thinking that I’d be fine having not 
practiced in a while, not having dry-
fired, and not having ever shot a pistol 
spinner, I was sorely mistaken. The 
Ironman is a match that cannot be 
underestimated. 

Don’t get me wrong; every 3-Gun 
shooter needs to shoot the Ironman at 
some point in their shooting career. 
(Which will probably lead to many 
more Ironmans in their career!) Even 
though I gave one of my poorest 
showings in a match to date at the 
Ironman, it was one of, if not the, most 
enjoyable match I’ve shot in my young 
shooting career. The Ironman, true to 
its name, is a physically demanding 
match. No, you don’t actually do any 
swimming or biking in the match, but 
you do utilize three different modes of 
transportation throughout the course 
of the match. First off, there is a lot of 
movement in the stages, and something 
I had never experienced in another 
3-Gun match - resetting your own 
targets in the middle of a course of fire 
three times! And they weren’t just any 
targets, but a plate rack at about 100 
yards! Although, much to my surprise, 
I had no trouble resetting those targets 
in the middle of the stage. I don’t know 
if it was adrenaline or the reset actually 
being easier than I thought it would 
be, but the hardest part of that stage 
was actually remembering to reset the 
targets! 

My favorite part of the Ironman 
was Stage 3. Stage 3 started out by 
engaging long-range steel targets 
out to about 450 yards from the top 
of a mobile tower, clearing your 
weapon, and moving down the slide 
at a controlled pace. The “controlled 
pace” part was the important part of 
the stage as I found out later. After 
descending from the first rifle position, 
unloaded rifle in hand, pistol holstered, 
the shooter ran to another shooting 
position on or next to a table. At this 
position, shooters engaged the same 
targets that they engaged from the 
top of the tower. After abandoning 
the rifle, shooters engaged two slug 
plates twice, each at about 50 to 60 
yards. Then the shooters ran down into 
the bay in front of them and engaged 
poppers, three separate arrays of steel 
and clay targets with the shotgun 
before abandoning it and moving on 

to the pistol. The pistol array included 
several knock-down targets, several 
paper targets, and a pistol spinner. This 
stage in particular was special because 
the shooter had the option of using a 
fourth gun. A long range rifle could be 
used to engage targets at 500, 750 and 
920 yards. For me, this was the most 
enjoyable part of the stage by far. The 
Rock River Arms .308 Rifle, provided 
by Junior Shooters magazine, that I 
used performed exceptionally. The rifle 
was dead-on sighted in on the 500 yard 
targets and I hit them with ease. Also, 
the rifle’s recoil impulse was such that 
I could watch the trace of the bullet 
all the way to the target and use it to 

dial in my trusty “Kentucky Windage” 
adjustments. With the rifle, I hit all 
five LaRue knock-down targets at 500 
yards, all five hits at 750 yards, and 
then moved on to the 920 yard target, 
but sadly, after my second shot, I timed 
out. But, even with timing out, for me, 
it still was the most fun stage of the 
entire match. 

My training was wholly insufficient 
leading up to the Ironman. I completely 
underestimated the complexity and 
length of the stages in the match. I had 
actually never spun a pistol spinner 
before the Ironman! I would say that 
the biggest thing to practice would be 
your brain; just keeping track of your 
plan was one of the most challenging 
aspects of this match, before you even 
begin to consider the complexity of 
the different targets and shooting 
positions. I will definitely be shooting 
the Ironman in the years to come!

Rock River Arms LAR-8 .308 Varmint A4 
26-inch barrel, Swarovski Z5 3.5-18X 544P 
Ballistic reticle with a level, WARNE RAMP 
scope mount, Harris bipod from Brownells, 
Magpul MBUS offset sights for backup.

Danny shooting his GLOCK 
34 and making every shot 
count!
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stage nine in which no shooters were 
allowed to see the stage and no one was 
allowed a walk through, or stage 10 
were the shooters had to drive a golf cart 
as well as engage targets as they became 
available. 

My personal favorite stage is of 
course, stage 4B in which the shooter 
climbs to the top of a 20-foot tall tower 
and is attached to a zip line. When the 
buzzer beeped the shooter was released 
and engaged targets as he flew down 
the course at 30 miles-per-hour with 

Duncan Dye (15)
The Ironman is a great match but 

it is very tough on equipment and if 
your equipment doesn’t work it makes 
the match less fun.  First of all, you 
really need to clean your guns EVERY 
NIGHT at the match and sometimes at 
lunch or in-between stages. I know this 
might sound ridiculous but if you don’t, 
your guns may malfunction as much as 
mine did. Either my pistol or my rifle 
malfunctioned on every stage, my pistol 

even failed me on the zip line. It was 
mainly my pistol, and it malfunctioned 
clean or dirty.  As soon as I crossed 
the firing line and tried to shoot, my 
pistol wouldn’t chamber a round so I 
completely missed 4 targets and after 
trying three magazines I gave up and 
received a horrible score. 

It may seem like my match was 
horrible but it wasn’t even close to that 
bad. I got all of the bonuses on stage 
five which was 25 seconds of bonus, not 
including the bonus for carrying the 80 
lb (more like 200 lb) dummy. I enjoyed 
the Ironman like always and can’t wait 

to see what there will be next year. 
I am really glad that the RO staff is 

so helpful and will answer any question 
that you have, even during your 
shooting. When I was ROing I had the 
zip line stage. The worst part of ROing 
is when you have to DQ someone, most 
of the time it is loading before you get 
to the load line. The zip line tower is 
set up so the zip line takes you across a 
road as soon as you leave it. There is a 
line on the other side of the road that is 
the beginning of where you can have a 
loaded gun. If you load before that you 
will be DQed and unfortunately we had 
to do that this year. The shooter loaded 
as soon as they started moving. It was 
probably due to their high anxiety level. 
I can understand that because there is 
nothing like flying down what seems 
like a little wire, 60 ft above the ground 
at about Mach 10.

You also want to make sure that your 
gear will hold up to the challenge of the 
match. Over the past three years I have 
seen many people lose their pistols out 
of their holsters, their magazines and 
shotgun shells, their rifles come off of 
their slings, and their whole belt falling 
off. The easiest thing for them to do to 
try to make sure it doesn’t happen is to 
do what the juniors do at practice. At 
our Junior Shooters practice sessions 
we have all of us juniors run, jump, and 
do pushups with our gear on to see what 
the weak links are and what we might be 
able to do to fix them.

Dylan Sacks (17)
This year’s Ironman, well, it was a 

blast! There were ten stages, each of 
them with their own challenges, and 
each being exciting and fun. Why was 
it fun you may ask? It was fun because 
all three guns were used in every stage; 
the RO’s were friendly and supportive of 
the success and safety of every shooter; 
each stage had its own twisted enjoyable 
dynamic that caused an otherwise easy 
stage into a tough challenge, such as 

his pistol first engaging paper and then 
engaging the bonus targets if the shooter 
choose to do so. The difficult part wasn’t 
shooting the paper while moving down 
the zip line, but shooting the bonus 
targets which were two plate racks set 
about 20 feet away from the shooter. It 
was very complicated to hit each plate 
when the shooter is swaying up and 
down with the line and is dangling in an 
awkward position; needless to say it was 
extremely amusing.

Even though the Ironman forced 
shooters to be spontaneous and at times 
think outside the box, training for it 
helped a ton! Personally my reloading 
skills for the shotgun dramatically 
improved and my practice with using a 
sling worked well for stage seven as I 
had to transition from my shotgun to my 
slung rifle. Without the training that I 
had received from the Coaches from the 
Junior Shooters team I wouldn’t have 
done as well as I did nor had as much 
fun!

Would I do it again? Absolutely! 
There’s not one 3-Gun match that I have 
shot that comes close to the vigorous 
challenges that the Ironman presents or 
the amount of friends and memories that 

Duncan with his Bar-Sto custom 2011 
9mm and wearing his video camera.

Duncan shooting 
his MSR  Rock River 
Arms LAR-15 .223 
through the window 
of the “crashed car” 
on stage six.

Dylan coming down the slide making 
sure he has control of his rifle and that 
it is pointing down range.
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I’ve made. If you’re a 3-Gun shooter 
that is looking for an adventurous match, 
then the Ironman is for you; it’s without 
a doubt the match to shoot.  

Hayden Lierman (13)
I enjoyed the MGM Ironman a lot 

this year mainly because of all the 
new stages created. My most favorite 
stages this year were the zip line and 
the secret stage. I liked the zip line the 
most because it was such a adrenaline 
rush and I had enough courage to go on 
it this year. The secret stage was one 
of my favorite because it I had no idea 
what it was all about, which made it 

exciting. 
There was also the stage covered 

with a black tarp. When you go in the 
stage, it’s like three bays long. One for 
shotgun, one for pistol, and one for 
rifle. Each bay was covered with secret 
activators and targets. I think I’ve 
improved over the past year. I didn’t 
time out on any stages but I didn’t get 
to shoot the long-range targets which is 
a good thing because I probably would 
only hit one. Last year I timed out on 
four or five of the stages.

Jessica Brown (15)
One of the toughest 3-Gun matches 

in the nation, the MGM Ironman is a 
match that will take you, your gear, and 
your shooting skills to the limit. With 
the creative and challenging stages the 
Ironman will test you in both mental and 
physical strength. Every stage requires 
the use of all three firearms(pistol, 
shotgun and rifle) making it the ultimate 
3-Gun match for anyone who loves 
shooting, challenges and going out 
on a limb…or zip line. The Ironman 
is designed to make you shoot till you 
drop, between flying down a zip line, 

climbing and shooting from a tower, 
carrying a dummy estimated at 80 
pounds (probably closer to 150 lbs.!), 
shooting from underneath a car, driving 
a golf cart while shooting targets and 

having a surprise stage, the Ironman is 
a “one of a kind match”. 

This year I had the privilege of 
shooting the Ironman with the junior 
shooters from Junior Shooters 
magazine, I know I wouldn’t be able to 
say I shot the Ironman if it weren’t for 
all the time some great coaches spent 
training with me and fellow junior 
shooters. Training is very important 
for any sport, and I got the very best 
of it with the coaches and parents from 
Junior Shooters magazine. Randy, 
Scott, Dave, Steve, Cody and many 
of the junior shooter parents spent 

Dylan, ready to go 
with his rifle and 
gear. Hayden and 

all of his gear 
in the Rugged 
Gear gun cart.

Jessica is all 
smiles as she 
starts down the 
zip line!

“I made it to the zip line!

Jessica’s custom MSR. Stag Arms upper 
& lower and a 16” Brownells barrel with a 
Brownells muzzle brake.  The forearm is a 12.5” 

Weaponcraft, Ergo rail covers, adjustable 
Colt, Magpul MOE grip, a VTAC (Viking 
Tactics) 2-point sling, Alpen 3x9 scope, 
Warne Ramp mount, Magpul MBUS flip-up 
offset sights, a Magpul BAD lever, and a JP 
competition trigger.
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time with not just me but every junior, 
preparing us for the ironman.  

The Ironman was a totally new 
experience for me considering it 
was the largest match I have ever 
participated in and there where many 
things I did there that I had never 
done before (to start off with, shooting 
three days in a row from sun up to 
sun down). Shooting the stages was 
so much fun that I didn’t have one as 
an absolute favorite, so I picked out 
a few stages that I liked most, the zip 
line and tower and slide stage. The 
zip line stage (stage 4 A and B) was a 
rush because the closest I have been to 
that high in the air and sliding down a 
rope  was when I climbed a rope tied 
to one of the branches on our tree…
and crashed down it. Not many people 
can say they went down a zip line with 
a handgun shooting at targets, but at 
the Ironman there are many things 
that most people haven’t done. The 
first part of stage 4 was nerve racking 
because you have 60 seconds to fire 
your rifle, pistol and shotgun at a series 
of long distance shots and close-range 
shots all from portholes; then it’s on to 
the zip line. Being suspended in the air 
and trying to hit each target the amount 
of times required while going past it 
is incredibly fun, I had a blast on that 
stage. 

The tower and slide stage was stage 
3, where I had to climb a 20-foot tower 
shoot a bunch of long-range targets, 
then slide down an attached slide and 
shoot an array of targets with each gun. 
I have to admit that at first I was a little 
nervous about getting on the tower and 
going down the slide, but once I got up 
there it was a blast. 

Overall the Ironman was the best 
shooting experience I have had so far. 
I look forward to shooting it again 
next year with a great group of people. 
I would like to thank Andy Fink for 
making it all happen from practice, 
to gear, to the range. While having 
a blast, he was behind every bit of it 
helping and making sure everyone 
got the training they needed and were 
having fun. I would also like to thank 
MGM targets for putting this great 
match together, all the great sponsors 
who supported the match from the very 
beginning and all the Junior Shooters 
magazine sponsors. I would also like to 
thank my mom and dad for sacrificing 
and putting their time and energy into 
making it possible for me to shoot. I 
had such a great time and I can’t wait 
for the new season so I can shoot up 
some more steel and paper.   

Jack Stinger (15)
I had a fun time at the MGM 

Ironman this year, though I have to 
admit that having the zip line as my 
first stage was quite the deal.  Paying 
close attention to the range officer as 
they explain the rules of the stage is of 
utmost importance.  One extra thing 
I did do was take the time to watch 
and learn from the more experienced 
shooters in my squad.  I also made note 
of the type of gear they used and would 
ask questions about their choices in 
firearms.  Having shot a couple of 
3-Gun matches at Parma prior to the 
Ironman, though their stages were not 
as long or as difficult, definitely gave 
me some confidence going into the 
match.

3-Gun Preparation
To better prepare for the MGM 

Ironman, or the sport of 3-Gun in 
general, a junior shooter should 
have previous competitive shooting 
experience that requires the use of 
a rifle, pistol, or shotgun. Having 
previous experience helps the shooter 
when planning stages, understanding 
the sport, shooting the matches, and 
creating the correct mentality to shoot 
in the sport of 3-Gun. While size and 
shape do not necessarily make or break 
an individual, one’s mentality does. If 
a shooter cannot mentally process a 
stage, or handle the guns and gear, or 
forget about the mistakes he made on 
a previous stage, then 3-Gun will not 
be the fun sport it’s meant to be. A 
significant part of shooting is mental, if 
a shooter can grasp that then he’s half 
way there.

Justin Underwood (14)
As many know, I was very lucky 

to be able to complete the Ironman 
because I disqualified on the third stage 
on the first day. I got disqualified for 
having a round in the chamber of my 
shotgun when I walked up to stage it. 
At first I was extremely shocked that I 
had made such a mistake and was very 
disappointed in myself. The RO (Range 
Officer) did not know what to say. As 
with any potential disqualification 
they call the Range Master to confirm 
the disqualification. In this case it was 
Tennille, sister to Travis Gibson, one 
of the owners of MGM targets. She 
came down to stage 6 and introduced 
herself to me and shook my hand. She 

Jack, moving 
with controlled 
speed after the 
slide.

Jack, showing excellent 
kneeling form using the 
barricade as a rest.

Justin, 
shooting the 
Mossberg 9+1 
JM Pro.
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asked me what happened and I told her 
in polite terms how I had accidentally 
walked up to stage my shotgun but 
there was a round in the chamber. 
She confirmed the disqualification but 
as I was unloading all my magazines 
and getting my stuff packed away in 
my gun cart she talked to her brother 
Travis Gibson and then to Randy Irish 
(one of my coaches) about me being 
able to finish the Ironman. Randy then 
told my Dad who told me about how 
Mrs. Tennille and Travis Gibson were 
going to let me finish the Ironman 
simply because of how I had handled 
the situation. I was extremely happy to 
be able to finish the Ironman. The deal 
was that I would help RO the next two 
days then finish the stages I had not 
completed yet and then finish ROing 
the last day of the Ironman. I had a blast 
at each of the unique stages. Some of 
the stages included going down a zip 
line, a slide or even driving a golf cart.     
Overall, this was a great experience. I 
had a ton of fun on each stage but my 
favorite stage was definitely stage #7. 
This was my favorite stage mainly 
because I did so well on it and did not 
time out. Timing out is when you run 
out of time and you have not shot all 
the targets. Since I had disqualified I 
was not allowed to walk the prize table. 
This was fine by me because I was just 
happy to have been allowed to finish 
the Ironman. But at the very end when 
I was waiting for my friend to take 
me home, Justin Lee from Primary 
Weapons Systems and who was also in 
my squad let me walk the prize table in 
his place. I thanked him because that 

was an extremely kind thing to do. This 
just proves the great people we have at 
the Ironman. 

Ryker Kelley (12)
Shooting in the Ironman was the best 

kickoff to summer that any shooter 
could ask for.  The Ironman was my 
very first 3-Gun competition and there 
was a ton of practice and preparation 
that went into getting ready, but it was 
all worth it.  I shot in the first group 
with a lot of open competitors and 
although at first I was a little concerned 
about not having any other juniors on 
my squad, everyone was really nice 
and helpful to one another.  Helping 
re-set stages after each shooter made 
it seem like we were all working on a 
team.   

The stages were large, and the first 
few were somewhat complicated, 
but the range officers made sure to 
answer all of our questions, and went 
over everything to ensure that we 
understood.  From the beginning, it 
was very clear that safety was the 
first priority, but the ROs all seemed 
to want to help and make it a good 
experience for the competitors.  My 
favorite stage was Stage 3, because 
of the combination of long-range 
rifle targets.  Working the stages with 
the other junior shooters, after I was 
finished competing, was also a lot of 
fun for me.  The awards ceremony was 
also really cool and I was impressed 
with how many awards were given by 
so many sponsors.

I used my Springfield  Armory XDM 
Competition Model 9mm for pistol 
targets.  My shotgun that I used is a 
Mossberg 930 JM Pro 12 gauge.  I used 
an AR that has a Tactical Innovations 
lower with a Delton upper that my 
uncle Jaydee and I built.  It has a 16” 
barrel chambered in 5.56 mm with a 
Alpen 2-10x scope with a  Warne Rapid 
Acquisition Multi-Sight Platform 
aka RAMP  that Andy Fink was very 
generous to loan me.  I utilized a CR 
speed belt with double pistol mag 
holders and a double AR-15 mag 
holder.  It also used a 4x4 shotgun shell 
holder from Brownells, and a bandolier 
for 12-gauge shotgun shells, along 
with a Cabelas shoulder pad.  I used 
some reloaded .223 ammunition in 
the completion that cost me some time 
because some of them had bad primers, 
but overall I had a great competition 
and my gear worked very well.

I learned so much from my first 
experience in the MGM Ironman.  I 
really appreciate everyone who helped 
me be ready to compete and have 

Justin, hanging free at the 
beginning of the zip line.

It was amazing 
how well Ryker 
could shoot with 
that long 9+1 
Mossberg 930 JM 
PRO.

Ryker was 
calm and cool 
the whole 
match!
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everything that I needed.   The Junior 
Shooters group with Andy, Randy, 
Scott and Dave, all worked together 
with the kids and parents to help us 
have a great year.  I look forward to 
practicing and working hard to be an 
even better competitor in next year’s 
competition.  

Wyatt Irish (14)

On the first week of June I had the 
three most thrilling, nerve racking, 
and fun filled days anyone could have. 
As a 14-year-old entering one of the 
hardest 3-Gun competitions in the 
country your feet become ice cold. 
However, I had the great opportunity 
to be a part of the “work a match shoot 
a match program” developed by Junior 
Shooters magazine and MGM Targets 
which allowed me to learn the ins and 
outs of the stages, and I had the great 
opportunity to work on one of the 
harder stages of the Ironman. 

It was finally the first day I was 
supposed to shoot. I started on stage 
one  and I was 6th on the list. As I 
watched my fellow shooters go up and 
shoot the stage I sat and observed what 
there good moves and bad moves were, 
with my fellow junior shooter Daniel 
Riordan. It was my turn next, I quickly 
prepared all my gear and by that time I 
had to start staging my firearms. Once I 
got in the start position the RO stepped 
toward me and said “Don’t worry you’ll 
be fine” it was at that time I realized i 
was shaking like a Chihuahua. I took 
a quick deep breath and said “Alright 
I’m ready”

“Shooter ready, stand by.” BEEP!
Quickly, I raised my pistol and shot 

all of the paper targets, dumped the 
pistol in a dump box picked up my 
shotgun, loaded two Prairie Storms 
(high velocity shotgun shells) and 

nailed the spinner, and then loaded 
some regular shot and busted all the 
clay targets. Next I dumped the shotgun 
and picked up my .223 and began on 
the long-range targets, engaged the 
spinner and finished with the bonus 
targets. Once I was finished, my dad 
said “Ladies and gentlemen his first 
3-Gun stage.” Everyone cheered and 
told me I did great, even Mike Gibson, 
mister MGM himself, gave me a 
personal congratulations. 

However, that wasn’t my favorite 
stage. My favorite stage would come 
later that day, on stage 4B, the zip line 
stage. I had been on zip lines before, 
but this was different, I had never gone 
down a zip line leaning forward and 
shooting a 9 mm. pistol, especially that 
last one. Shortly after being fitted to a 
harness, I climbed the ladders up the 
tower, and then got hooked to the zip 
line.

I finally heard “Shooter ready?”, oh 
God, I thought “Stand by”, help me, 
help me, help me, save me!!! BEEP. 
And off I went, shooting all of the 
brown paper targets. When I stopped 
moving on the zip line, I started on the 
bonus plate rack. BEEP. I then heard 
the timer letting me know it was time 
for me to stop. It was so fun I wanted to 
do it again, and again, but unfortunately 
I was going to have to wait until next 
year to go again.

So now that I’ve told you the story of 
my first stage, and my favorite stage, 
allow me to tell you my “glorious” 
finish to the Ironman. It was the last 
day of the competition, the last stage, 
and I was fourth to last on the list. It 
was stage 10, the one where you drive 
a golf cart.

It was finally my turn to shoot the 

stage. I staged all of my firearms, and 
waited in the start position with my 
.223. BEEP. I quickly began on all of 
the long-range targets, and finished 
them off in good time, too. I ran over 
to the dump box, and hopped in the 
golf cart, and began down the range 
firing at all of the shotgun targets. Now 
for me, shooting the targets with the 
shotgun was easy, it was the reloading 
the tubes that slowed me way down. 
However, I finally made it out of the 
shotgun portion of the stage and moved 
on to the pistol portion. I knew I didn’t 
have a lot of time so I had to multi-task 
between driving and shooting. Then 
just as I finished the paper targets, the 
very sound I did not want to hear went 
off. I had simply run out of time. I have 
to admit it was not the greatest feeling in 
the world, but then there was a growing 
joy inside me, that of realization, I had 
just finished the Ironman, the toughest 
competition in the country, and I had 
just finished it. I was an Ironman.

The experience was great as 
everybody would cheer for one another 
and everyone would help each other. 
And four people especially helped me 
through the Ironman: Mike Gibson 
helped me figure out the courses, 
Tennille Chidester (Gibson) always 
put everyone in a good mood, Fred 
(unfortunately Fred’s last name escapes 
me) had given me a muzzle break to 
my .223, and Travis (unfortunately 
Travis’s last name escapes me, too), 
who works for Ergo grips, gave me an 
open invitation to call and ask for him.

Now that I have told you about the 
Ironman experience, I am going to tell 
you what I used for the Ironman.

I would like to start with my 
personal favorite, my AR-15, which is 

Wyatt at the 
edge of the 
trenches.

It was challenging to shoot 
the shotgun and pistol from 
the golf cart as you drove 
down the course but Wyatt 
did an excellent job of it.
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a Bushmaster .223 with a Konus Pro 3-10x44 scope, Dueck 
Defense offset sites, along with a Magpul bad lever, and a 
Viking tactical sling. It is accurate up to 250 yards through 
the scope and accurate up to 75 yards with the offset sites. 
Over all it is one of my more accurate and reliable rifles and 
is a very user friendly firearm and is my personal favorite 
firearm and I would recommend it to all junior shooters.

And for pistol, I used a 9mm. PT 92 AFS Taurus with 
no additional attachments. The Taurus is a double- action/
single-action pistol which I find quite an enjoyable feature. 
It also has a great decock feature that I like because of the 
safety and peace of mind it presents. It is accurate up to 35 
yards. In my opinion it is my ideal handgun and I would 
definitely recommend it to other juniors, 

Last, but not least, my shotgun. I used an FNH 12 GA. – 2 
¾, 3” Invector SLP MKI, it has been modified, for example 
my dad and I had to replace the gas piston spring with a 
bushing, replace the magazine tube spring and modify the 
follower, and we had to shorten the stock. It has a pistol 
grip which I find a great feature for fitting the stock into my 
shoulder quickly and effectively it is accurate up to 50 yards 
when shooting slugs and is accurate up to 25 yards with bird 
shot. I can honestly say that I love my FNH and I would 
recommend it to all juniors.

As for my gear setup, I had four main parts: two drop 

leg holsters, a vest, and a bandolier. On my right leg is the 
holster for my 9mm Taurus. On my left leg, I had my three 
rifle P mags from Magpul in three Brownell’s mag holsters. 
On my vest I had a shot gun pouch with 12 slots on the right 
side and on the left side I had four pistol mag slots. And as 
for my bandolier I used it to hold my shotgun ammo, in the 
top ¾ of the slots I used regular shot but on the bottom ¼ I 
filled the slots with Prairie Storm pheasant loads.

 And now, I would like to tell you how my training prepared 
me for the Ironman. First off, Andy would often say at the 
end of practice, that everything we did that practice was to 
better us for the Ironman, and how we could prepare for the 
Ironman, so I got the feeling that everything we did was meant 
for the Ironman. Second, we had started in mid-August the 
previous year, and practiced until mid-November. We then 
started back up in late February, and went all the way until 
late May, right before the Ironman, so we had practiced for 
a while. And now that I look back, I wouldn’t change one 
thing about my training for the Ironman.

Now I would like to end with saying thank you to our 
sponsors. For example Warne Scope Mounts, for supplying 
us with scope mounts, MGM targets, for supplying us with 
targets to practice with, Blade-tech, for giving us magazine 
holders, and thank you to all of the rest of you for sponsoring 
us. I wish I could thank all of you individually.

 2013 Junior Shooters Magazine Shirt Sponsors
None of these juniors would have been able to participate in this challenging match without 

our 2013 “Junior Shooters” shirt sponsors. These sponsors donated product for us to use, and 
advertised in the magazine, allowing “Junior Shooters” magazine to continue to operate this 
program. Many, many thanks to all of you!

• Alpen Optics
• Ambush 

Tactical
• Black Hills 

Ammunition
• Blade-Tech
• Brownells
• Colt
• Dillon 

Precision
• Ergo Grips
• FNH USA
• GLOCK
• Hawktech
• Hodgdon
• Lyman 

Products
• Magpul
• MGM Targets
• Mossberg

• Rock River 
Arms

• Ruger
• Rugged Gear
• Sig Sauer
• Stag Arms
• Tactical 

Solutions
• Umarex / 

Walther
• WARNE 

Scope Mounts
• Weaponcraft
• Winchester
• Wolf 

Performance 
Ammunition

• Zero 
Ammunition

Thank You:
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Crosman’s Doomsday Bug-Out Kit
Survival in the outdoors can oftentimes be a little scary. 

Being prepared can make all the difference. Crosman’s 
Doomsday Bug-Out Kit includes the Backpacker carbine, 
backpack, .22 caliber pellets, water bottle, first-aid kit, and 
paper targets. This leaves plenty of room in the backpack to 
include additional survival items such as a flashlight, poncho, 
fire-starter, emergency blanket, emergency ration bar, and 
a heavy sweatshirt. Throw it in the trunk of your car or over 
your back on a day hike, and you know that if something bad 
happens you are prepared.

But here is the good part: If nothing bad happens, you can 
still have a ball of fun on your day hike using the Backpacker carbine. This Model 1322 .22 caliber, variable-power 
pneumatic carbine is fun to shoot and gives you and your group some enjoyable hours of target practice on your 
outdoor adventure. The .22 caliber pellet coming out of it at 480 fps is also very capable of harvesting small game 
such as squirrels, rabbits, snakes, and birds which could mean all the difference in feeding you during an emergency.

The Backpacker carbine has a quick-detach shoulder stock and its design is the result of a lot of thought into an 
effective lightweight backpacking pellet rifle. It has a smooth trigger-pull and averaged 5 lbs. 8 ounces with a crisp 
let-off. The rear sight is screwdriver-adjustable for windage and elevation in the field, and a micrometer-style scale 
makes movements precise. It also has a manual safety.

We tested ours at 10 yards and 15 yards. Accuracy with the partridge-style rear target sight and high front blade 
was very good. We didn’t adjust the sights at all, just used some Kentucky windage after taking the first three shots 
at 10 yards.

The Crosman Bug-Out Kit is a great buy and something everyone should have. At the time this article was written, 
Pyramid Air had the whole kit for $74.95! Go pick one up.

The kit includes the Backpacker carbine, backpack, .22 caliber 
pellets, water bottle, first-aid kit, and paper targets.

Above: Target at 10 yards. Two 
different three-shot groups. The 
first group was the first three shots 
taken with 10 pumps and was a little 
off center. I used a little Kentucky 
windage for the second group and 
was right on target. You couldn’t ask 
for better.

Junior Gear Guide

Right: Three separate faster 
shots taken at 15 yards. All 
three kill shots, with one 
right in the center. The gun 
is also broken down into its 
two parts for packing.
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One of the sight systems we 
recently came across are from 
Advantage Tactical. Although 
you should always focus the front 
sight on the target, there are times 
when either the front sight or the 
rear sight becomes blurry. With 
Advantage Tactical sights, they 
are right on target. The front sight 
is extremely easy to pick up very 
quickly. They offer five different 
color options.

“Scientifically designed for 
speed of acquisition and precision 
shooting, the Advantage Tactical 
Sight (ATS) is the quickest and 
most precise iron sight ever 
conceptualized. Patented in 2004, 
the ATS can be customized to your 
eyes and zeroed to your load.”

Check them out at www.
advantagetactical.com.

We have found that even a chrome 
barrel and chamber have problems 
with sticky shells or shell residue 
buildup, even after cleaning. When 
you put 400-500 rounds through your 
shotgun in a three-day period, this can 
cause minor difficulties and even affect 
accuracy. There is now an easy way to 
make your chamber, forcing cone, and 
barrel as smooth as silk making those 
shells pop right out.

This is a flexible, drill-mounted hone 
called the  Flex-Hone® to quickly and 
easily produce the optimum smooth 
and polished surface finish in any type 
or size of shotgun chamber, barrel, or 
forcing cone.

Developed by Brush Research 
Manufacturing (BRM), Los Angeles, 
CA, the ball-style Flex-Hone Tool 
is characterized by small, abrasive 
globules permanently mounted to 
flexible nylon filaments. Using a 
flexible hone is a simple process: 
holding a part securely in a padded 
vise, the use of a low-speed electric 
hand drill, and some common sense.  

Available in a variety of lengths and 
grits designed to meet the various bore 
or gauge sizes of most types of guns, 
the Flex-Hone enables shotgun owners 
to achieve a rust-free, beautifully 
polished, micro-surface finish. As a 
result, many firearm manufacturers are 
today selecting the Flex-Hone for final 
finishing operations. However, the tool 
functions just as well in the hands of a 
shooter.

Maintaining Barrels, Chambers, and 
Force Cones

The Flex-Hone quickly, safely 
and thoroughly cleans out any barrel 
damage that has occurred from 
oxidation and corrosion, blends out 
scratches, and removes the nicks and 
pits that cause plastic adhesion. 

A flexible hone will also remove the 
built-up residue in a barrel and leave 

a superior surface resulting in greater 
accuracy, reduced wear, and longer life 
for a shotgun. Standard barrel hones 
are 34 inches long and available in 10-, 
12-, 16- and 20-gauge sizes.

When used in shotgun chambers, 
the polished finish allows fired cases 
to extract more easily, which puts less 
strain on extractors and ejectors. It will 
also ensure that debris is far less likely 
to adhere to the chamber walls and any 
that do remain will be much easier to 
remove during the normal cleaning 
procedure.

The forcing cone can also be 
polished using a flexible hone with 
a specially designed, tapered-profile 
Flex-Hone. Forcing cones are the first 
thing the shot and wadding encounter 
as the transition is made from chamber 
to barrel, the cone literally forcing the 
larger diameter payload down to barrel 
size, so it is subjected to considerable 
force, as its name implies. 

This can lead to considerable fouling 
buildup close to the cone, the surface 
finish of which can be less smooth 
than either the barrel or chamber, 
as manufactured. Not only does the 
fouling create added resistance but can 
induce corrosion to take hold under it. 
Even regular cleaning may not remove 
it all. Honing with the Flex-Hone will 
ensure fouling buildup is minimized.

Check them out at:
 www.brushresearch.com.

Junior Gear Guide
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Shotgun Barrel 
Honing Kit

Advantage
Tactical Sights
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TruGlo  has so many different sight 
offerings, as well as other products, 
and it is amazing. With their emphasis 
on quality for firearms, archery, and 
crossbows, they carry a wide variety 
that meets almost any of your needs. 
They not only have fiber-optics but 
scopes and red dots as well.

We received a set of fiber-optic 
handgun sights for both a GLOCK and 
a 1911 which work extremely well. 
They are easy to see and provide an 
excellent sight picture.

When hunting turkeys or shooting 
slugs with a shotgun, it does not always 
work well to have just the front bead 
that sits on the end of the barrel. You 
need something that provides a better 
sight picture. TruGlo’s True Bead 
Turkey Universal Dual Color does just 
the trick. Either the side-by-side green 
fiber-optic flat rear sight, or an extra-
large opened peep sight with green 
fiber dots on the side make an excellent 
rear sight. One of these is combined 
with a long dual-color, front, fiber-
optic sight resulting in a combination 
that is right on target.

Check them out at www.truglo.com.

Junior Gear Guide

TruGlo
Sights
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Since the beginning of this magazine 
there has been at least one article 
on safety in every issue.  Safety is 
something we can never forget or push 
to the background if we are to enjoy 
our shooting sports and enjoy them 
without incidents.  Previous articles 
have described situations that we 
would not think would happen, but 
they do and did.

We have discussed the major firearm 
safety rules many times.  Another 
aspect of firearm safety is to be very 
knowledgeable about each firearm 
you handle.  There can be minor 
differences between two firearms 
that look much the same, that 
have big safety considerations.  
For example, let’s look at the 
famous Colt Peacemaker, the “six-
gun”, and compare it to the modern 
Ruger Vaquero.  

The Peacemaker is on the left and 
the Vaquero is on the right.  They look 
very similar and have similar features.  
They both hold six cartridges and are 
both single action, meaning you have 
to pull the hammer back first and then 
pull the trigger to fire.

Now let’s look at them when they are 
fully cocked.  

Do you notice anything different 
about them?  Look closely at the 
hammer on each one.  The Peacemaker’s 
hammer has a pointed part on it.  That 
is the firing pin.  The Vaquero hammer 
is flat.  It doesn’t have a firing pin on 
it.  If you remember, the firing pin is 
the part of the firearm that strikes the 
primer on the cartridge causing the gun 
to fire.  

So how does the Vaquero work 
without a firing pin?  Well, it does have 
a firing pin, but it’s built into the gun 
between the hammer and the cartridge.  
So why did they build it that way?  

There are two major reasons.  
The first is that the firing pin 
on the Peacemaker can be 
broken off, making it unable 
to fire.  So the Vaquero doesn’t 
have that problem.  The second is 
that it makes the Vaquero safer, and 
that is what we are interested in.

The firing pin mechanism on the 
Vaquero is called a transfer bar and 
from that we get the term transfer bar 
safety.  The transfer bar moves up and 
down.  It is down, safe, most of the 
time. It only moves up and in-between 
the hammer and the cartridge when the 
trigger is pulled.  Okay, why does that 
make it safer?

To answer that, let’s first look closer 
at the Peacemaker.  Since we don’t 
have the space in this article for a lot of 
pictures I will try to explain it.  When 
a Peacemaker is cocked the chamber 
rotates and a new cartridge is lined 
up with the barrel.  When the trigger 
is pulled, the hammer moves forward 
and its firing pin fits through a small 
hole allowing it to hit the cartridge.  It 
then fires.

This firing pin, which is long enough 
to hit the cartridge, is also long enough 
that if the firearm is loaded with six 
cartridges and the hammer is down, it 
is resting on the primer of a cartridge.  
Any kind of a hit on the hammer, or the 
gun being dropped, could cause the gun 

to fire.  Thus the standard safety rule 
for the Peacemaker is to only load five 
cartridges and make sure the hammer 
is down on the empty one.

The Vaquero does not have this issue.  
Since the trigger has to be pulled for 
the firing pin to be lined up between 
the hammer and the cartridge, the gun 
can’t fire when the hammer is down, 
making it much safer.  Because of this, 
the Vaquero can be safely loaded with 
six cartridges, a true “six-shooter.”

If you can, find someone who has 
these firearms, and can handle them 
safely, to show them to you so you can 
better see what is described above.

Okay, now for some fun.  Do you 
want to be a western film and TV 
critic? Watch some shows.  Pay close 
attention to any Peacemaker handling.  
You can ignore the fact that in the old 
movies they seem to shoot about 20 
times without reloading, everybody 
knows that one.  

Here’s what to watch for:  A cowboy, 
gunslinger, or whoever, pulls his gun, 
cocks it, and then doesn’t fire it and lets 
the hammer back down and puts it back 
in the holster.  What did they just do?  
You’re right; they now have the firing 
pin resting on the primer of the unfired 
cartridge.  It could fire with a bump 
on the hammer or some other jarring 
motion.  Explain that to your friends.  
You are now the Gunslinger Guru.

So remember, each type of firearm 
has its own level of safety and some that 
look similar may operate differently.  
You need to become familiar with any 
firearm before you use it.  I recommend 
that you ask someone who is familiar 
with a firearm to explain how it works 
before you attempt to load or shoot it.

Be safe, have fun.

Junior Gear Guide Safety
By: Larry Haley



COLT® is a licensed trademark of New Colt Holding Corp.  

M4 Ops

Dedicated .22 L.R.

SHOOTING WITH USPSA  
IS FUN, COMPETITIVE  
& ALWAYS SAFE!

USPSA matches are unlike any  
other shooting sport combining  
speed, power and accuracy.  
We move, run through obstacles,  
shoot and reload until the fastest,  
most accurate competitor wins. 

Come on out and give it a try!  
To find a local USPSA club or become a member,  
visit www.USPSA.org.
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Available for 
the iPhone 4/4s 
and iPhone 5 in    
Tactical, as well 

as casual, colors.

TM

www.blade-tech.com
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THE NEW MODEL 3

Choose your configuration

Add the accessories

The world’s best optic and accessory ready carbine
featuring the ever expandable V-RS Modular Rail platform

FEATURES

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile device

Highly Customizable
Fast Configuration Changes
Adaptable To Any Application

 www.stagarms.com

stag arms


